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Mr. Speaker, I would like to place the Con-

gressional letter to Prime Minister Vajpayee
into the RECORD.

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 30, 1999.

Hon. ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE,
Prime Minister of India, Chanakyapuri, New

Delhi, India.
DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: We are very

disturbed by a recent Amnesty International
report that thousands of political prisoners
are being held in Indian prisons without
charge or trial. In a democracy, there should
not be political prisoners.

In addition, a group of political prisoners
held at Nabha Security Jail wrote to the
Sikhs earlier this year asking for help in get-
ting them released. There are thousands of
Sikh political prisoners being held in India.
Some Sikh political prisoners have been held
since 1984 without charge or trial. How can a
country that proclaims its support for demo-
cratic principles continue to hold political
prisoners?

Human-rights activist Jaswant Singh
Khalra wrote a report showing that tens of
thousands of Sikhs were abducted, tortured,
murdered, and declared ‘‘unidentified,’’ then
their bodies were cremated. After Mr. Khalra
published this report, he was kidnapped by
the police and they killed him six weeks
later, according to a witness. The police re-
sponsible for this act have never been pun-
ished, despite a court order. Neither has
Swaran Singh Ghotna, the police officer re-
sponsible for the torture and murder of Akal
Takht Jathedar Gurdev Singh Kaunke, who
was torn in half.

Mr. Khalra’s findings were confirmed by a
recently-issued report from the Committee
for Coordination on Disappearances in Pun-
jab, which issued an ‘‘interim report’’ that
identifies at least 838 cases of arbitrary exe-
cution and secret cremation. These are not
the acts of a democratic country.

As members of the United States Congress,
we will be watching with interest the actions
that you take. If these kinds of acts con-
tinue, we will be forced to consider cutting
off American aid and trade to India. We ex-
pect a democratic state like India to live up
to the principles of democracy and the rule
of law.

Sincerely,
Edolphus Towns, Dan Burton, William

Jefferson, Roscoe Bartlett, John T.
Doolittle, Jack Metcalf, Sam Farr,
George Radanovich, Eni Faleomavaega,
Bobby L. Rush, James Traficant, Wally
Herger, Gary Condit, Lincoln Diaz-
Balart, Peter King, J.C. Watts, Donald
Payne, Cynthia McKinney, Brian P.
Bilbray, Major R. Owens, Bernard
Sanders, Richard Pombo, Albert R.
Wynn, Carlos Romero-Barceló, James
Rogan, Duke Cunningham, Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, David McIntosh, Collin C.
Peterson.
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THE INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION
ACT

HON. EARL POMEROY
OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 1999

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I am delighted
to join my colleagues from both sides of the
aisle today in introducing the Intercountry
Adoption Act. By providing for the implementa-
tion of the Hague Convention, this legislation
will help unite American families with waiting
children from around the world.

For years, American families have reached
across cultural and national boundaries to em-
brace children through international adoption.
In 1998 alone, almost 16,000 children were
adopted by Americans from abroad. By sign-
ing the Hague Convention on the Protection of
Children and Cooperation in Respect of Inter-
country Adoption, the United States and over
60 other nations recognized the importance of
international adoption. The Hague Convention
creates a structure to strengthen cooperation
among nations in adoption and protects adop-
tive families from fraud and abuse.

Although the United States signed the
Hague Convention in 1994, Congress has yet
to ratify and implement the Convention. The
Intercountry Adoption Act, by providing for the
enactment of the Hague Convention, would
strengthen the process that builds thousands
of international adoptive families every year.
Our legislation sends a strong signal that the
United States is committed to providing per-
manent homes for its own children and for
children all across the globe.

Mr. Speaker, the Hague Convention pro-
motes cooperation among national govern-
ments, but its most significant impact is deeply
personal. My own family was forever changed
and enriched by the adoption of our two chil-
dren from Korea. I am profoundly grateful to
have Kathryn and Scott in my life. The legisla-
tion we introduce today will allow me to ex-
press my gratitude by aiding efforts to unite
every waiting child in every nation with a ‘‘for-
ever family.’’
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SPANISH PEAKS WILDERNESS ACT
OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, thank you for
the opportunity to make additional remarks re-
garding the bill H.R. 898, the Spanish Peaks
Wilderness Act of 1999, which I had the pleas-
ure of introducing and sponsoring in Congress
this year.

This legislation will give permanent protec-
tion, in the form of wilderness, to the heart of
the beautiful Spanish Peaks area in Colorado.
The bill is cosponsored by several of my col-
leagues from Colorado, including Mr. SCHAF-
FER, whose district includes the portion of the
Spanish Peaks within Las Animas County. I
am also pleased to be joined by Mr. HEFLEY,
Mr. TANCREDO, and Mr. MARK UDALL of Colo-
rado. I greatly appreciate their assistance and
support.

Also, across the Capitol, Senator ALLARD
has introduced an identical companion bill. I
would like to extend my appreciation to the
Senator for his active support of this worth-
while legislation. I would also like to thank
Chairman YOUNG and Subcommittee Chair-
woman CHENOWETH for their work in the Com-
mittee on Resources to get this bill through
committee quickly and onto the floor.

Finally, I would offer a note of appreciation
and thanks to the former Members of Con-
gress whose efforts made today’s legislation
possible. First, approximately 20 years ago,
Senator William Armstrong of Colorado began
this worthwhile process by proposing wilder-

ness in Colorado, and in 1986, Senator Arm-
strong proposed protected status and man-
agement for the Spanish Peaks. His efforts set
in place the foundation upon which today’s bill
is built. Second, I would like to thank the
former Congressman from the Second District
of Colorado, Mr. Skaggs. Together, he and I
introduced this legislation in the 105th Con-
gress, which passed the House but due to
time constraints did not pass the Senate. The
efforts by both of these individual legislators
helped make this bill possible.

The mountains known as the Spanish
Peaks are two volcanic peaks in Las Animas
and Huerfano Counties. The eastern peak
rises to 12,683 feet above sea level, while the
summit of the western peak reaches 13,626
feet. The two served as landmarks for native
Americans as well as some of Colorado’s
other early settlers.

With this history, it’s not surprising that the
Spanish Peaks portion of the San Isabel Na-
tional Forest was included in 1977 on the Na-
tional Registry of Natural Landmarks. The
Spanish Peaks area has outstanding scenic,
geologic, and wilderness values, including a
spectacular system of over 250 free-standing
dikes and ramps of volcanic materials radi-
ating from the peaks. The lands covered by
this bill are not only beautiful and part of a rich
heritage, but also provide an excellent source
of recreation. The State of Colorado has des-
ignated the Spanish Peaks as a natural area,
and they are a popular destination for hikers
seeking an opportunity to enjoy an unmatched
vista of southeastern Colorado’s mountains
and plains.

The Forest Service originally reviewed and
recommended the Spanish Peaks area for
possible wilderness designation in 1979. The
process since then has involved several steps,
and during that time, the Forest Service has
been able to acquire most of the inholdings
within Spanish Peaks area. So the way is now
clear for Congress to finish the job and des-
ignate the Spanish Peaks area as part of the
National Wilderness Preservation System.

The bill before the House would designate
as wilderness about 18,000 acres of the San
Isabel National Forest, including both of the
Spanish Peaks as well as the slopes below
and between them. This includes most of the
lands originally recommended for wilderness
by the Forest Service, but with boundary revi-
sions that will exclude some private lands. I
would like to note that Senator ALLARD and I
have made significant efforts to address local
concerns about the wilderness designation, in-
cluding: (1) adjusting the boundary slightly to
exclude certain lands that are likely to have
the capacity for mineral production; and (2)
excluding from the wilderness a road used by
locals for access to the beauty of the Spanish
Peaks. Senator ALLARD and I did not act to in-
troduce this bill until a local consensus was
achieved on the wilderness designation.

The bill itself is very simple. It would just
add the Spanish Peaks area to the list of
areas designated as wilderness by the Colo-
rado Wilderness Act of 1993. As a result, all
the provisions of that act—including the provi-
sions related to water—would apply to the
Spanish Peaks area just as they do to the
other areas on that list. Like all the areas now
on that list, the Spanish Peaks area covered
by this bill is a headwaters area, which for all
practical purposes eliminates the possibility of
water conflicts. There are no water diversions
within the area.
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Mr. Speaker, I close my statement by thank-

ing all of my fellow members for your time and
by urging all Members of the House to support
of passage of H.R. 989.
f

STUDENT PRIVACY PROTECTION
ACT

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 1999

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, as kids get settled in to school this
year, I want to make sure that they and their
parents are aware of a disturbing trend taking
place on campuses across the country.

Companies are increasingly entering the
classroom to acquire hard-to-get information
about the purchasing preferences and per-
sonal habits of young people. They are doing
this because kids aged 4 through 12 are the
hottest market group being targeted by retail-
ers and others.

The problem is, kids do not always know if
they are divulging personal information, and
parents may not know that their children are
spending part of their school day teaching
companies how best to target young people.

That is why I am introducing legislation
today that will protect student privacy and par-
ents’ rights to information about their children’s
education.

The legislation would prohibit schools from
letting students participate in various forms of
market research at school without their par-
ent’s written permission. My bill also would re-
quire a broad study of commercial involvement
in the classroom.

I am proud to have the support of Con-
sumers Union and the National Parent Teach-
er Association in this effort. The PTA has
been a leader in supporting efforts to improve
educational quality and Consumers Union has
been a champion of consumer’ privacy.

I strongly urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this important legislation.

Normally, we do not think of privacy and
educational quality as issues that overlap. But
the fact that both these groups are here today
illustrates how market research in schools
touches upon a range of issues that concern
diverse groups.

As you know, there is a growing concern
over privacy in this country, where Americans
are becoming increasingly aware of the fact
that the benefits of new technology can also
lead to a loss of control over personal, med-
ical and financial information.

I hear about this concern all the time. I sup-
port efforts by my colleagues to restore the
privacy protections most of us have taken for
granted.

Another major concern that nearly everyone
in California and the Nation is talking about is
the quality of our young children’s education.
For good reason, most Americans believe that
our schools are not doing enough to prepare
kids for the difficult challenges that lie ahead.

Educational quality and privacy concerns
come together when private companies seek
out the hotly contested youth market. Kids
aged 4 to 12 directly spent more than $24 bil-
lion and influenced their parents to spend
$187 billion in 1997, according to a Texas
A&M study.

The classroom is fast becoming a preferred
site to learn about student purchasing pref-
erences because, ‘‘That’s where the kids are,’’
says Alex Molnar, director of the Center for
Analysis of Commercialism in Education at the
University of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

According to the promotional literature for
ZapMe! Corporation, a company that offers
free computers to schools, ‘‘Children in grades
K–12 are arguably the toughest audience for
marketers to reach and quite possibly the
most valuable . . . Pinpoint targeting of such
an elusive audience is made possible via the
most revolutionary educational medium in the
world, the ZapMe! Knowledge Network.’’
James Twitchell, author of ADCULT USA, for
advertisers, said that when it comes to kids in
schools, ‘‘It doesn’t get any better. These peo-
ple have not bought cars. They have not cho-
sen the kind of toothpaste they will use. This
audience is Valhalla. It’s the pot of gold at the
end of the rainbow.’’

Students should go to school to learn, not to
provide companies an edge in a hot market.
But increasing numbers of companies are tar-
geting schools as the best place to learn the
purchasing preferences of young people. Un-
fortunately, they can do this today without the
permission of parents, and sometimes without
the knowledge of the students themselves.

Parents have a right to know how their chil-
dren are spending their days at school. If par-
ents do not want their children to be objects
of market research firms while in school, they
should have the right to say no. My bill gives
parents that right.

By requiring parental consent for a student
to contribute to any market research in school,
students and parents will be able to retain
more control over how the school day is spent
and will be able to make an informed decision
as to whether to reveal personal information
that private companies otherwise might not be
able to obtain.

Existing school privacy laws only protect of-
ficial records and research funded by the Fed-
eral Department of Education. Current law
leaves a loophole for companies to go into
classrooms to get information directly from
kids without parental consent. This information
is then sold to advertisers and marketers, who
use it to target students.

Consider these examples of the growing
trend of using the classroom to solicit personal
information from kids for market research:

Kids in a New Jersey elementary school
filled out a 27-page booklet called ‘‘My All
About Me Journal’’ as part of a marketing sur-
vey for a cable television channel.

Elementary school students in Kansas an-
swered marketing questions over the school
computer.

Students in a Massachusetts elementary
school spent two days tasting cereal and an-
swering an opinion poll.

The ZapMe! Corporation provides schools
with free computers but then monitors stu-
dents’ web browsing habits, breaking the data
down by age, sex and ZIP code.

Students in Honolulu schools divulge exten-
sive buying habit information to the private
company that runs its SmartCard system. The
cards are used as student IDs as well as a
means to purchase school supplies, conces-
sion stand items and school lunches. Pro-
motional arrangements are also linked to the
card.

It is clear that companies have a powerful
incentive to go into class to solicit information

from kids. My legislation will ensure that par-
ents retain the ultimate authority to determine
if they want their kids to participate in this type
of activity at school and thereby help protect
the parent-child relationship.

By raising the issue of commercialism in the
classroom, my goal is not to usurp local deci-
sion-making by schools, but rather to protect
parents and students and encourage an in-
formed discussion of all of the costs and ben-
efits of these arrangements.

f

NORTH CAROLINA HURRICANE
FLOYD DISASTER RECOVERY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
salute the courage and tenacity of the citizens
of my birthplace, the great State of North
Carolina. They have endured, over the last
few days, one of our Nation’s worse natural
disasters: Hurricane Floyd. I also want to lend
my support to their recovery efforts.

As fellow Brooklynite Jackie Robinson once
resonated, ‘‘a life means nothing except for
the impact it has on others.’’ At this moment,
we must all reach out and lend a helping hand
to North Carolina.

Although the impact of Hurricane Floyd was
felt from the Bahamas to New England, North
Carolina has shouldered the brunt of the
storm. Governor Jim Hunt of North Carolina
reported that at least 10,000 people are in
shelters, an estimated 1,500 people are still
stranded, and that preliminary property dam-
age figures may exceed $1.3 billion. The Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
has predicted that this could be the most chal-
lenging recovery effort in the organization’s
history. Unfortunately, it has become painfully
clear that Hurricane Floyd, combined with Hur-
ricane Dennis, is shaping up to be the worst
disaster North Carolina has ever witnessed.

So today I rise to say that this is not just a
North Carolina problem; this is a national
problem. We must all work together to ensure
that the citizens of the great Tar Heel state
fully recover from this unforgettable event.

That is why I will join with Congresswoman
EVA CLAYTON of North Carolina and other
members of Congress to send a legislative
package that will provide further relief to the
Hurricane survivors. I have also called North
Carolina Governor Jim Hunt’s office, which re-
cently organized the N.C. Hurricane Floyd Re-
lief Fund, to determine what other immediate
assistance is needed. As we speak, thou-
sands of people urgently need bottled water,
non-perishable foods, clothing and bedding.
For those who want to lend a helping hand,
the donation hotline number is 1–888–786–
7601.

Mr. Speaker, let us all take a moment out of
our busy lives to remember North Carolina. To
the citizens of North Carolina, I want you to
know that you have my unwavering support.
May God bless you.
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